UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA
MAGISTRATE JUDGE RICHARD SEEBORG

STANDING ORDER RE: INITIAL CASE MANAGEMENT

In cases that are randomly assigned to Judge Seeborg for all purposes, the parties are
requested to file their written consent to the assignment of a U.S. Magistrate Judge for
all purposes, or their written declination of consent, as soon as possible.

The civil motion calendar is heard on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. The criminal motion
calendar is heard on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. Motions may be noticed for hearing
pursuant to Civil L.R. 7. Counsel need not reserve a hearing date in advance for civil
motions. However, noticed dates may be reset as the Court’s calendar requires.

Case Management and Pretrial Conferences are heard on Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.

Parties with questions regarding scheduling of settlement conferences should contact
Judge Seeborg’s secretary at 408/535-5357. All other scheduling questions should
be addressed to Judge Seeborg’s courtroom deputy at 408/535-5346.

A Case Management Conference will be held on the date and time specified in the
Order Setting Initial Case Management Conference in Courtroom 4, United States
Courthouse, 280 South First Street, San Jose, California. This conference may be
continued only by Court Order pursuant to Civil L.R. 16-2(e). Parties may not stipulate
to continue a case management conference without Court approval.

Pursuant to Rule 26(f), F.R.Civ.P. and Civil Local Rule 16-3, no later than 21 days
before the Case Management Conference, each party shall confer to consider and
discuss: (1) the nature and basis of their claims and defenses; (2) possibilities for a
prompt settlement or resolution of the case; (3) exchanging the initial disclosures
required by Rule 26(a)(1), F.R.Civ.P.; (4) developing a proposed discovery plan with
suitable limits; and (5) preparation of a joint case management statement.

The parties shall also consider the selection of an ADR (Alternative Dispute
Resolution) process. See “Dispute Resolution Procedures in the Northern District of
California” handbook. Pursuant to Civil Local Rule 16-8(b) and ADR Local Rule 3-5,
no later than the date specified in the Order Setting Initial Case Management
Conference, each party shall file and serve an ADR Certificate.

Pursuant to Civil L.R. 16-9, no later than seven (7) days before the Case Management
Conference, the parties shall file a Joint Case Management Statement and Proposed
Order (see sample form attached hereto). If preparation of a joint statement would
cause undue hardship, the parties may serve and file separate statements, which shall
include a description of the undue hardship.
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Discovery motions may be addressed to the Court in three ways: a motion may be
noticed on not less than 35 days’ notice pursuant to Civil L.R. 7-2. Alternatively, any
party may seek an order shortening time under Civil L.R. 6-3 if the circumstances justify
that relief. In emergencies during discovery events (such as depositions), any party
may contact the Court to ask if the Judge is available to address the problem pursuant
to Civil L.R. 37-1(b). In the event a discovery dispute arises, counsel for the party
seeking discovery shall in good faith confer with counsel for the party failing to make
the discovery in an effort to resolve the dispute without court action, as required by
Fed.R.Civ.P. 37 and Civil L.R. 37-1(a). A declaration setting forth these meet and
confer efforts, and the final positions of each party, shall be included in the moving
papers. The Court will not consider discovery motions unless the moving party has
complied with Fed.R.Civ.P. 37 and Civil L.R. 37-1(a). The parties are discouraged
from attaching letters between counsel as exhibits to discovery motions.

Plaintiff or removing Defendant shall serve a copy of this Standing Order on all parties
to this action and on all parties subsequently joined, in accordance with Fed.R.Civ.P
4 and 5. Following service, Plaintiff shall file a certificate of service, in accordance with
Civil L.R. 5-6.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated: September 10, 2001

Richard Seeborg
United States Magistrate Judge



